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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This environmental document is an Addendum prepared in compliance with the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) to the Salton Sea Species Conservation Habitat (SCH) Project Final Environmental Impact
Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR), certified in August 2013 (Approved Project). An Addendum
was prepared for the Approved Project EIS/EIR in September 2017, which updated the EIS/EIR to include the
California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA) Salton Sea Management Program Phase I;: 10-Year Plan (10-Year
Plan or SSMP). The purpose of the SSMP is to implement habitat projects and dust suppression projects around
the perimeter of the Salton Sea to reduce the effects of the receding Sea.

The projects that are the subject of this Addendum are in areas that are included in the SSMP, and include
vegetation establishment and habitat enhancement at three areas totaling 1,707 acres around the Salton Sea at
the Clubhouse, Tule Wash, and Bombay Beach West sites (referred to as the Modified Project or Project in this
Addendum). CNRA is working with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) because these projects are proposed
on USBR lands. These projects are intended to enhance habitat value by vegetating the sites and as a result
reduce windblown dust emissions at the three locations. The addition of specific vegetation enhancement project
areas would not have any significant environmental impacts beyond those already addressed in the Approved
Project EIS/EIR (hereafter referred to as EIS/EIR) or the 2017 CEQA Addendum or cause a substantial increase
in the severity of previously identified significant effects. These activities are consistent with the SCH Project.
Even though these projects are proposed on federal land, they are subject to CEQA review because the project
proponent is CNRA, a state agency. USBR is conducting a separate review of these projects under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

Under the CEQA Guidelines Section 15164, an addendum to a previously certified EIR is prepared if some
changes in the adopted project are proposed and none of the conditions in CEQA Guidelines Section 15162
would occur.

As discussed in Section 1.3 of the EIS/EIR (CEQA Project Goals and Objectives/INEPA Purpose and Need), the
SCH Pr ogpatsare tve-fold: (1) develop a range of aquatic habitats that will support fish and wildlife species
dependent on the Salton Sea; and (2) develop and refine information needed to successfully manage the
Approved Project habitat through an adaptive management process. The SCH Project is located at the mouth of
the New River and encompasses dry playa that will be converted into aquatic habitat to support bird and fish
populations at the Sea, and control dust emission from the playa. Habitat enhancement and dust suppression
activities, including vegetation enhancement activities, are consistent with these goals.

California Natural Resources Agency 1 Vegetation Enhancement Project
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2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This section describes the proposed modifications to the SCH Project addressed in this Addendum. As with the
SCH Project, the Modified Project would be in areas that are included in the SSMP, which describes developing
and implementing vegetation enhancement and dust suppression projects at various locations on exposed playa
around the perimeter of the Salton Sea. The Modified Project analyzed here consists of enhancing vegetation
(thereby enhancing habitat) and suppressing dust across 1,707 acres of USBR lands at the Clubhouse, Tule
Wash, and Bombay Beach West sites. These activities are consistent with the SCH Project. This section
describes the project locations and proposed actions at each site that are evaluated in this Addendum.

2.1 PROJECT LOCATIONS

The proposed vegetation enhancement projects are proposed across three project areas of exposed lakebed
around the perimeter of the Salton Sea (Figure 1). These proposed project areas include the Clubhouse, Tule
Wash, and Bombay Beach West sites. While there are multiple land owners at the Clubhouse and Tule Wash
sites, including USBR, Imperial Irrigation District (IID), and private land, the proposed vegetation enhancement
projects are proposed on USBR lands only. The Bombay Beach West site is all USBR land.

2.1.1 Clubhouse

The Clubhouse project site is located near the community of Salton City in Township 9 South, Range 10 East
(Sections 30 and 32) and Township 10 South, Range 10 East (Section 04) of the Truckhaven 7.5-minute U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS) topographic quadrangle map. The project site includes three USBR parcels, totaling
399 acres. All three parcels are accessed from California State Route 86 (SR-86). The North Parcel is accessed
from Camino Drive via Treadwell Boulevard; the Center Parcel from Leto Avenue via Bering Avenue via Treadwell
Boulevard; and the South Parcel from Sea Garden Avenue via N Marina Drive. The project location and site
access are shown on Figure 2.

2.1.2 Tule Wash

The Tule Wash project site is located near the community of Salton City in Township 10 South, Range 10 East
(Sections 14, and 24-25); Township 10 South, Range 11 East (Sections 30-31); and Township 11 South Range
11 East (Section 06) of the Truckhaven, Durmid SE, and Kane Spring NE 7.5-minute USGS topographic
guadrangle maps, respectively. The project includes seven USBR parcels, totaling 1,217 acres. These are
accessed from SR-86 from Salton Drive via Haven Drive via Marina Drive. The project location and site access
are shown on Figure 3.

2.1.3 Bombay Beach West

The Bombay Beach West project site is located near the community of Bombay Beach in Township 9 South,
Range 12 East (Section 32) of the Frink and Durmid SE 7.5-minute USGS topographic quadrangle maps. The
project includes one US Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) parcel, totaling 91 acres. It is accessed from SR-111 via
5th Street via Avenue A. The project location and site access are shown on Figure 4.

California Natural Resources Agency 2 Vegetation Enhancement Project
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Figure 1. Project Locations Overview
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Figure 2. Project Location and Access for Clubhouse Site
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Figure 3. Project Location and Access for Tule Wash Site
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Figure 4. Project Location and Access for Bombay Beach West Site
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